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AIA TENNESSEE CELEBRATES 2012 DESIGN EXCELLENCE 
 
The Tennessee Chapter of the American Institute of Architects announced the 
2012 Design Awards at a gala celebration during AIA Tennessee’s state 
convention in Chattanooga last week. The outstanding design quality and 
diversity of projects types submitted by Tennessee architects impressed the 
Detroit-based jury. 
 
Reed Kroloff, Dean of Cranbrook Art Academy, Detroit;  chaired the Design 
Awards Program and selected Amy Deines, Department Chair, Art and Design, 
Lawrence Technology University, University of Architecture and Design; Rainey 
Hamilton, President, Hamilton Anderson Associates, Detroit; and Paul Urbanek, 
Smith Group, Detroit; as his jurors. 
 
The eight projects were unanimously chosen from a field of 70 submittals, all of 
which received thoughtful consideration.  The projects were designed by 
architects from all parts of the state.  The jurors noted that the overall quality was 
very high and represented a wide variety of scales and budgets.   
 
MERIT AWARD – INTERIOR DESIGN 
Mercedes Benz of Memphis - Service Addition 
archimania (Memphis) 
 
The project is an interior renovation to an existing auto service center, including 
service reception, parts boutique, customer lounge and café.  The project 
intentionally violates the design standards by the Autohaus label because the 
client wanted to provide a more pleasing and sophisticated environment.  The 
intent of the design was creation of a space that is clean, crisp and serves 
Mercedes-Benz customers with the comfort and quality they expect. 
 
Jury Comments: 

• Elegant 
• control of materials 
• good transitional space 
• skylight and recessed lighting done beautifully to divide spaces 
• refinement of detail nicely done 
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE – RENOVATION/RESTORATION 
Visible Music College 
archimania (Memphis) 
 
This celebrated mid-century modern building was facing demolition after 25 years 
housing a successful bank.  A young music college was seeking a new home in 
an urban context.  New mechanical, plumbing and electrical systems absorbed 
most of the construction budget, leaving little for interior renovation.  The bank 
was designed to be simple and breathtaking—the new design pays homage to 
that philosophy.  The college is on the downtown trolley line and is a catalyst for 
a previously dormant part of the city. 
 
Jury Comments: 

• Captures what was good about the original building and the window boxes 
introduce new language 

• Consistent color on floors is good design 
• Clean and simple 
• Very handsome lockers 

 
 
MERIT AWARD – RENOVATION/RESTORATION 
NABRICO – The Bridge Building 
Hastings Architecture Associates, LLC (Nashville) 
 
The restoration and addition to the NABRICO Building serves as the beacon for 
revitalization of the Cumberland River’s East Bank in downtown Nashville.  
Renovated for use in the 21st century, this initial phase focused on bringing 
modern-day infrastructure and life safety features as well as adding ground floor 
amenities for the adjacent water park.  With sculptural, bold language befitting a 
public space, the intervention creates a landmark and offers a backdrop for 
public dialogue. 
 
Jury Comments: 
 

• Really good project  
• Preserves the original design while bringing modern-day improvements. 

 
 
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE – NEW CONSTRUCTION 
New Norris House 
University of Tennessee College of Architecture & Design (Architect of 
Record: Tricia Stuth) (Knoxville) 
 
This single-family design-build home is modeled after the TVA inspired model 
community of 1933.  To commemorate the 75th anniversary, a team of students 
and faculty reinterpreted the paradigm with a new Norris House.  Built with green 
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materials, energy conserving design and off-site construction methods, the house 
achieved Platinum LEED status.  The original Norris House is listed on the 
National Historic Register, and this design authentically bridges contemporary 
and historic design agendas most successfully. 
 
Jury Comments: 

• Celebrates collaboration and how architecture education should move 
forward 

• Pallet and materials very refined 
• Elegant in how it rifts on existing architecture 
• Honest, traditional house form, sustainable 
• Steel frames around openings dress it up 
• Fits landscape and context 

 
 
MERIT AWARD – NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Ortale Residence 
Woodson Gilchrist Architects (Nashville) 
 
This private residence for a family of five joins a traditional neighborhood.  The 
design challenge was to insert contemporary architecture without disturbing 
established traditions.  The street façade honors familiar forms while the more 
private areas celebrate the family’s casual lifestyle and relationship to nature.  
Walls of glass, open to the landscape engage the family’s love of nature.  
Geothermal heating and cooling are sustainable elements of design. 
 
Jury Comments: 

• Nicely done! 
• Nice, elegant details 
• Good integration with landscaping 

 
 
MERIT AWARD – NEW CONSTRUCTION 
MATA South Intermodal Facility 
brg3s architects (formerly the Memphis office of TRO Jung Brannen) 
 
This facility combines service for pedestrian, bike, public vehicles, bus travel and 
future light rail.  The building’s main function serves as a shared waiting room for 
multiple transit-oriented tenants.  The design goal is to serve as a catalyst for 
future transit oriented development.  Retail, dining and recreational tenants draw 
in the public.  The facility is a hub of activity in an otherwise blighted area of the 
city. 
 
Jury Comments: 

• Roof lines definitely well considered 
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• Inside and outside relationships are well done 
• Elegant as form study 

 
 
MERIT AWARD – INTERIOR DESIGN 
Living Light House 
University of Tennessee College of Architecture & Design/James Rose, AIA 
and Edgar Stach, Assoc AIA Int’l (Knoxville) 
 
This maximum-efficiency solar-powered home was advanced by a team 
dedicated to sustainable living through collaboration, research and innovative 
thinking.  The zero-energy home generates twice the power it consumes in a 12-
month period.  Students and faculty from architecture, engineering, landscape 
architecture, graphic design, interior design, business and the culinary arts were 
team members.  Projects like Living Light cultivate an environment in which 
students reach across professional and academic boundaries to develop 
solutions to pressing issues of today. 
 
Jury Comments: 

• All jurors really liked this project—nicely done!! 
 
 
MERIT AWARD – NEW CONSTRUCTION 
Cumberland Park 
EOA Architects, PLLC and Hargreaves Associates (Nashville) 
 
This site is a former riverfront industrial wasteland transformed into a cool park 
for families, located on Nashville’s riverfront.  Cumberland Park is nested on the 
East bank of the Cumberland River.  The 6.5 acre space creates a special place 
that gives Nashvillians many more reasons to enjoy downtown.  The park is a 
flagship for the New Riverfront Revitalization Plan.  The park features rolling play 
hills which flatten across the site, creating an amphitheater lawn.  Five separate 
sections offer recreation and relaxation of every sort. 
 
Jury Comments: 

• A variety of spaces that energize the riverfront 
• Looks like a place you want to go 
• Many things borrowed from many places 

 
 
To salute excellence in architecture, AIA Tennessee conducts an annual Design 
Awards Program.  This program honors built works of distinction designed by AIA 
Tennessee members.  The program also brings to public attention outstanding 
examples of architecture. 
 

-end- 


